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When one Gorman paper refers to the

Kaiser as a ".Judas" and "Germany's liang-
j'jiiu"; another terms him "the present repre¬
sentative of the house of llohenzollern, nnd
still a ttiird counsels revolt agaiust the

"present regime," it. looks as if even the far-

famed governmental etliclency of tlio Teutona
nj last had begun to crack under the straiu
of war.

There is one thins in favor of the ex-

tremtdy cold >veatlier of the past two months, j
; <i that is ample opportunity has been
uCorded for adjustment to climatic condi¬
tions of like severity in the future. If the
» .-ih Is muling to a point where another
s;la< .al epoch is imminent, as some believe,
U is wt I enough to bo psychologically pre-

! ¦: I ho change.

"i ho Senate Military Committee is about
r .Oy to report additional draft machinery
1. i.--:atio:\ providing lor thu registration of
youths attaining ihe age of twenty-one since
June 11: t. hxemption of men who have
attained th^ r.j;< of thirty-one sineo they rcg-
islcre l. r< ooir.mended by Secretary Baker,
i.. not included. With the addition of the
r<nv registrants it is estimated that class 1
will have a total of more than 2,000.000
men -ample to meet the requirements of the
noxt aud future drafts for strictly military
}.< rvice.

.} 11 if Hoover and Garfield had not done
cnoush with their beatless and eatless days,
along comes Governor Davis and inaugurates
:t regime, of loafiess days. It is the over¬
turning of :t hoary-headed precedent to insist
that ofiicers who feed from the public band
Retually toil for their keep, but the new
Governor promises to ignore precedents ex¬

cept audi as he may himself create. The
people will aiftlMtrMjis efforts toward larger
results ar.d'-V>?* 'ornamentation, but it is a
s.'id for the poiitieian who has been wont
to consider hi, labor ended with induction
into o!!ice and for the aspiring candidates
for plums which w« re expected to fall from
the hamii' 01 the Assembly.

!n his annual report, the Comptroller of
t'!>1 t hit :icy warns the country against
placing un !uly burdensome restrictions upon
pv.l/lio \itility t >rporations, thereby decreas¬
ing their (.ruing capacity and causing 11
:.;hi kik'-ti- i:, -lie. value of their securities.
The br .kin;- down of ihrsi> eorporations, bo
po: 1. r.t. v.onbl be ;i national calamity,

-peaks forbearance and consiilern-
ti .e Stat* couimissiona and municipal

in the retention of old or im¬
position i-i v.< v.* burdens, which undermine
the ba < t credit on which they must «lt»-
pend for rundu to meet the strain put. on
them by the government's needs. Upon the
fT:c'.'.ncy i n<: trength <.»f these corporations,

ho .ays. we :.r largely dependent for speed
and !>ucce j :ii preparing for and prosecuting
the war.

The s.v.re wiM-r <r 1017-ls will not be
v '"i' "«t i' 1 1 * ;.en ;f;ng advantages. The

< i i-i.ow should mean excel-
l<'iit sh 'i.! :'ra:: oro; Snow is the poornian'8 fertilixer, and its adrantnges liavo
loti?r been recognized by agriculturists.
( rops '.u l ; larger yield p«*r aero this
yenr than la.,: ( .. Tlio severe
w-'aih'.'f. too 'i:b:Ic: ha. done much in
the i'.l .¦!>: 01 flisea.K germs and eradicatinginsect pests. With the possible exception or
readies, unless weather conditions show
radical reversal. splendid fruit ypar is
provable. l:i fa< . it wotihl in* unusual to
have a poor fruit year following a hard
winter. Jlenre. one may indulge in optimistic
feelings, knowing that the time will not bo
long befr io the «oal man urn t vacate the
throne and the ice man's day of greatness
dawn.

1
There is a direct challenge in iTesHent '

Wilson's message to the nation's farmers of
the attitude of those Americans who justifytheir lack of enthusiastic support of the war
by contending that if the country had kept
out of the war it.-; security, and interest.*
woald not have been menaced. "Our na¬
tional life and our whole future develop¬
ment will pass under the sinister influences
of foreign control if wo do not win," the
I'reaidcnt r.uy.:. The proof of what that sin¬
ister influence would mean is readily found
in itu control of tho very life of all industry,
Lo_.the upbuilding primarily of Gchnan iu-

forests unci tho concentration of its power
over every form of inatoriul development in
countries where it bus obtained a free hand.
Ita effect has been to impose economic de¬
pendence. tho fororunner of political vussal-
r.re. upon every couutiy that has been sub¬
jected to its selfish scheme* of aggraniten-
niei.t. Take Turkey and Austria-Hungary,
fo~ Inetanco.their ecuacm ic life is as com¬

pletely dominated by OetRMrs as if they were
Incorporated In the empire. This eoonoane

dependtcce has now all but renched the stngo
wnere it implies helplo.ss political vassalage.
llen"e the conclusion or the President is un-
avoidoble that "wo a:e lighting, therefore,
as truly for tho liborty and self-government
of tho United States as if (he war of our
own Revolution had to be fought over again."
There was no avoidanco of the* strugglo;
and now that wo have enterod upon it, it
must bo waged to a victorious conclusion,
if wo hopo to perpetuato the liberty and
security we have heretofore enjoyed.

Keep tho Judiciary Out of Politics

GOVERNOR DAVIS'S recommendation of
a change in the Constitution to provide

for election of tho judges of the Supreme
Court of Appeals by popular vote comes as

a distinct surprise to (he conservative people
of Virginia, and even with his support of
the principle, they will not sanction it,
because its effect would bo to subject the
Judiciary to tho influence of politics to a

greater or less extent. It is of the highest
wisdom that our courts of last resort bo re¬
moved as far from tho influence of political
turmoil as possible. For them to venture
without tho boundaries of established law
in the determination of causes would be to
invite confusion in the whole system pro-
vided for the administration of justice, and
to such extent as political influences con¬
tributed thereto, it would mean the force of
transient popular opinion setting at defiance
tho ordered course of justice, representing
the ripened wisdom of authority emanating
directly from the people.
The founders of our Federal system recog¬

nized the importance of removing the
judiciary beyond the sphere of political in¬
fluence by providing for life tenure by execu¬
tive appointment, subject to confirmation by
tho Senate, and more than a century's ex¬

perience has confirmed tho wisdom of tho
policy. While the Federal plan has not been
followed, or rather adhered to, by many of
the States, it is to be doubted if tho experi¬
ence of any of them with the elective system
shows any improvement over it in the ob¬
jective of securing an impartial judiciary,
learned in the law aud fearless in its appli¬
cation to the ends of justice.
On the other hand, tho elective system i;

open to tho objection, aside from ulterior
influences that might be invoked to decide
the result, that the fato of a candidate may
be determined, not by bis legal ability,
judicial temperament and integrity of char¬
acter, but by his personal popularity, "mix¬
ing" qualities and power of appeal to voters,
as well as facility for injecting issues without
merit in their application to candidacies lor
judicial position. Moreover, tho elective
system would entail upon candidates a con¬
siderable outlay of money for campaign ex¬
penses, which, in holly contested races,
might prove such a burden as to be pro¬
hibitive of the class of candidates most de¬
sirable for tho bench.

Miserable Mall Service

THE Postmaster-General has issued a state¬
ment to tho public declaring that the

wretched delays experienced by business men
in all parts of tho country in the delivery of
their mail is in no sense the. fault of the
I'ost-Oflico Department, but the result of the
utter demoralization of the railroad service
of the country. This demoralization had its
beginning weeks ago, when a general con¬
gestion of the Eastern railroads threw the
whole system out of joint. It increased with
the taking over of tho railroads by the gov¬
ernment, particularly when the director-
general began taking off passenger trains by
the score.

This state of affairs promises to continue
until ^\lr. MrAdoo comes to a realization that j
he is crippling the business of the country
about as seriously through tho paralysis of
adequate passenger and mail service as the jrailroads crippled it under the old manage-
nient. All good citizens will agree with the
director-general that freights should lie
moved with the utmost facility, and that
there are many passenger trains that can
be dispensed with without inconvenience to
the public or loss of efficiency to the mail
service. But when passenger trains are
withdrawn promiscuously and when those
which aro not withdrawn are run from one
to twenty-four hours late, it is not to be ex¬
ported that the mails will reach destination
011 time.

It appears from tho statement of the Post-
master-General that the inclination of many {
people is to criticize tho postal service for
tin' disagreeable experience tho country has
recently had with its mail. lie cites tho fact
that many newspapers have charged some jof this delay in mail delivery to the economyin the Post-Office Department, which has jgiven it a surplus of ${»,000.000 in receiptsabove expenditures. General Burleson do-
fends this economy, and insists that it has
no bearing whatever upon tho unfortunate
mail deliveries of recent weeks.

Fault cannot be found with the Post-
master-General for exercising all propereconomies in his department, but if be does
not u*o his influence with the director- |general of railroads in the interest of at
least enough passenger trains to carry tho
mails expeditiously, the country will find
serious fault with him. The postal estab-
lishinent is the greatest customer tho rail-
roads have, and as such the head of that
establishment has a right and obviouslyample opportunity to demand of Mr. McAdoo
some substantial relief from prevailing con¬
ditions..

So far as present reports show, trans¬
atlantic cables have not been overburdened
by "Many happy returns of the day" mes¬
sages addressed to I'otsdarn.

Speaking in war terms, it would seem
that Secretary Baker has wrested the of¬
fensive from Senator Chamberlain and his
committee.

The only grouch the, average schoolboylias comes from tho failure of Dr. Garfield
to consider the Rchools as industrial plants.

No. thank you, Tho Times-Dispatch is not
.soliciting poems on "Beautiful Snow" for
publication in its columns.

It is useless to worry now about those"iccleiis" duys which will be in order nexti summer.

SEEN ON THE SIDE
BY 111SNKY KDfVAKU 1VAKNKU

To Charlotte.
One time rhe was so very shy
She used to hido her head and cry

When I cumo hy; *

Away who (low to mothor'B arm
lti wlldosl four, In swift alarm.
As though from some impending harm.

8ho heard mo climb tho stairs; away
Sho aped, nor near mo would she stay.

Hut said mo nay.
When, coaxing, I would move my chair
Nearer my lllllo lady fair.
Trying to stroke her curly hair.

She purkcred up her baby face
In many a touch-me-not grtmacc, /

And all tbo grace
That httd so charmed mo seemed to fade.
She was a most unpleasant makl.
Protending sho was so afraid!

Ah. mo! what changes time ban wrought!
Ono day 1 went downtown and bought

And to l|cr brought
A pretty toy, soft-linod in fur.
Since then I pm't got rid pf'her!
It is tbo stroke that makes maids purr!

i
( hnrcnnl Kph'n Dally Thought.

"De practice o' oatin' am a noblo pursuit,"
said Charcoal Kph, rumlnativoly; "but human
politeness ssittinly calls fo' keopin' yo' front feet
out'n do trough. Try a pickle, f.listah Jackson."

A'oboily Knows.
Xobody knows why a dog has fleas.
Nobody knows why we pray on our kr.ocr;
ur w!iy fishes don't fly, but swim in the seas.

Xobody knows!

To-Day'* O. Henry.
"Family prido . . . may show its"l" by

maintaining a moth-eaten awogartto in a cob-
webbed colonial mansion or by tbo prompt
paying of one's debts."

dnbn.
lloney is the result of man's industry in rob¬

bing the bivo.
Ambition is clean-shaved and keeps Its shoes

shifted.
I.org engagements shorten the term cf Im¬

prisonment.
A dead man never kicks about fnneral acce3-

ror ies.
1'olltonoss pays the little man.

Mntrlinontnl.
"Mifs Sophronia Sniggiofritz to-day annexed

a husband to her estate. She will use him ti»
fetch his salary home, do odd chores about the
house and keep clean and drive the machine.
Congratulations to tho happy groom!"

.Sure £iifn.
"And n.iw I knew that spring is coming!"
"S >en a robin?'1
"No. but my neighbor's chickens arc rubb^r-

ing to see where I'm going to plant my garden."

Ilerc Yon Are.
"it. J". \\\: <"aii you tfll your readers; in .1 few

words what is the funniest thing in the world?
.Anx Sour."

Certainty! It's an old maid leading the club
discussion on rlie proper euro of children.

rr.inknrM.
An epitaph in an old graveyard: "Here f.ies

a !. ishcrman.''

I*i edict Ion.
Soon will 1 doff my woolens and hurt for the

linen coat:
Soon will I buy a cashmere suit, inherited from

a. goa t.
Socn will I pawn my ice skates and kick off rny

arctics, t-'O.
And assault and batter the gink who isks:

"is it hot enough for you'.'"

French I.esson.
The American soldier from Wyoming, rollinginto a French restaurant in Paris:
"Hi. there, lias On! Hustle me up a coupleo' oofs, some French-fried pommy de tare and

a cut) o' eaffy, an' don't let no chnpparal growunder your hoofs, see! . . Don't tell maFrench is bard to learn.it's a cinch!"

I'roof.
"And yon think that girl wants to marry you,oh? M'liy?"
"Oh! 1 just pot a hunch. She railed my atten¬

tion la.-1 night at lea.M four times to what alovely r:n:i the moon had!"

Twelve o'clock.
At 1- o'clock stentorian cl inics ring out
And put the bugaboos of toil to rout.
The great wheel stops, the clank of many toolsKing where tho workmen leave their bcnch and

£ tools.
The welcome bucket quickly sheds its lid,Disclosing f'»oi| for worthy winners hid'Neath coarse-grained napkins, and the glatl airrlngi-
With social converse o'er the pie ar.d things.
\t 12 o'clock the o\v! car wends its wayWith those who merry-inake till dawn of day;A friendly Samp-post on the street supportsOne w ho breaks late, from Kacchanalian courts!O.-io other fiddles with his stubborn keyAnd wonders where ori earth the hole can be.At many stair-tops, robed as if for sleep,otern women, armed with brooms, their vigilsk c < p!

Interesting Health Queries
ANSWFIUJD n\' DR. UKADY.

.'Copyright., ll'lT. National Newspaper Service.)
How Hright's Affects tho Stomach..Pleasetell me how HrightY. disease (nephritis) affectsliie stomach and bowels. 1>. \V. S.Answer..Chronic or recurring dyspepsia issometimes a symptom of Kright's disease.Diarrhea is sometimes indicative of llright'sdisease.

Albumen -\Vi!l albumen in the urine causedropsy, and. if so, is tin re a preventive? if usedbefore the disease is fully developed? C. C. I*.Answer.- No albumen in the urine Is only asign of possible disease, not necessarily kidneydisease. ! rop -y i.- the common name for edema,or watery infiltration of the tissues, r.nd occursIn various diseases, most frequently from heartlllUM'le failure.
That Ancient Superstition..Would it be In-'jurious t 1 the health of a two-year-old child tomove into a new house which has been plasteredwithin a few weeks? There has been a furnacefire most of the time since then. .Many peopleadvise us lot to move in for some lime.

MRS. it. II. W.Answer..There i:i ><o reason why you shouldnot move in the day after the plastering is done,S'> f.«r as health is concerned. Dampness is de¬sirable in a Ik aled house.-the great fault ofartificial heating is that it dries out the airexcessively. Dampness is not a factor of dis¬ease. anyway, excepting in the imagination.
Trained Nurse Therapeutics.. I am a trainedmil.' i'. and have always supposed that iodide ofpota slum was given only for syphilis. Ts Itemployed in other diseases also? I shall ap¬preciate an answer in your column. fj.Answer.-.Of course, nurses are not taught howto prescribe remedies. Iodides fire employedmore for other conditions than for syphilis.
Cramming at a Tender Ape.. In your opinion,would it be advisable to rIvo a little boy of tenFrench lessons two afternoons a week, after hisregular sehoolwork is over? (J. O.Answer-.If be were my little hoy, all his les¬

sons would be confined to school hours, and allhi- after-school hours would be devoted to play.I'mbllical Hernia. -What Is an umbilicalhernia? What are its symptoms and n remedy?1 was rejected from the navy for tho abovedefect.and l never know I had one. M. A. C.
i Answer..A protrusion at tho navel, often no

..»Tv ,i uurcu py viiniBiion, men
you pan get lu tlio navy, If you are otherwisesound. >

AVhat lias Tlecotne of tho Appendix?.Two
years »co I hud appendicitis, and the abscess
ruptured about fifteen hours before operation.Tim surgeon said afterward that my conditionhad been too critical to attempt to llnd and re¬
move the appendix. Drulnago continued six
weeks. What has become of tho appendix, andwill 1 over have another abscess or attack of
appendicitis In any form? A. G.
Answer..Tho suppuration may havo com¬

pletely destroyed tho appendix. If any vestigeol' it remains. In all probability you will havo
no further trouble.

Books and Authors
i

"JJmehouso Nights." by Thomas Hurler, whichhas hoeri called the bent book of its year by< lenient K. Shorter, tho well-known Knglishcritic, will soon be followed by a new book fromthis author, "Twlnklotous." Admirers of the
earlier book will rejoice to find that many of
samo characters are In both volumes. The. newhook, which is described as a novel of Lime-house, in the story of a dancer who has muchIn common with Ginii, well remembered by all
readers of "l.iinchousc Nights." "Twinklotoes''will be published late in February by Hubert M.Mcllriiiu fa Co.
"The reading public hereby delivers an uHl-i

tifatum to Mary Jtoberts Rinehart: "Sho must
write a story for us with Camp Sherman forlocale before she Is permitted to leave the con-tines of that cantonment." says a leadline Ohio
paper. Mrs. Kinuhart bus boon visiting tho
camp, since her husband. Dr. .Stanley M. Itlne-hart, is attached to tli.» base hoiipltal, and whilethe reading iiubliu may look forward to a story!about life |n a training camp, they have ror im¬
mediate anticipation "Tenting To-Night," the!
story of Mrs. Ulnehart's adventurous campingtrip in *Ji.. Western mountains and crossing thoCascade llange in Washington by a new trail.
Tii«. book will be published shortly by HoughtonMi (111a Co.
"The Collapse of Superman." by William Hos-

cne Thayer, lust published l>y Houghton Mlfllln
<'o.. should be placed In the hands of everyAmerican. It is an infallible cure for a mental
inineoncpt ion which in the past has worked
lilf an insidious poison, producing a distorted
estimate of German character and power of
attainment. This small, but brilliant, book
traces 111v growth of the German conception of;
supermen and compares Prussian dreams before
the war with their realization and with the
truly great exploits of history. Mr. Thayer jwrites with ripe historical knowledge, deep!
feeling and a sift of irony and satire refilling;Swift. "The Collapse of Superman" deserves a
place beside such hooks as Winter's "Pentecost
of Calamity" in the little group of smaller
classics of the war.

"Clreathoart," the new story by Fit hoi M. Dell.
which the I'utnams will publish In May. has the
dramatic action and powerful portrayal that arc
characteristic of this author's stories frr-m "The
Wpy of an F,,«rle" down to her recentlv nub-
lished book. ' Tho Safety Curtain." "Greatheart"
is the story of a girl who. during a brief re-
lease from the harsh restraints of an unlovely !
homo, in tempted into a flirtation that presently I
develops beyond her control. Though only daz-
/.led. she mistakes her feeling for love. The
story relates the struggle hetwn two men. the;
one bent upon dominating her, the other nledged
to serve her. In that conflict of strong im¬
pulse and strong will her hapnlness narrowly j
escapes shipwreck. Never has Miss Dell written
a sterv 'hat takep s» more elemental grip upon
the feelings of the reader, or more keenly en-
lists his sympathy.

The opponents of the admin-
Taking istratlon arc taking a very mean
a Mean advantage in attacking the ,.fli-

«,.
* ciency of the War Department.

atl\iintflnC. Jt impossible for the govern-
ment to make a full rep'.v, and

offer a thorough vindication of Itself, without
disclosing matters that would he of altogether:
too much interest in Berlin. The government
has got to submit to unjust attacks and leave
them only partly answered, or else do the na-
i tonal cause grave injury by revealing informa-
tion of considerable utility to Germany. < if j
course, I' will not do the latter. It will submit
to injustice. Hut the fact that the War De¬
partment cannot, with safety to the nation. give
a fuil nccount of its achievements should have
deterred men of honor and patriotism from malt-
ing th«* attacks..Philadelphia llecord *

The carrying tonnage may be
To tho Hottorn replaced, but the goods have I

nr perished forever. I» is seldom |
c when a vessel is lost that 'he

the Sea nature of her cargo is revealed
in this country, but tho Germans.,1

whenever they seture the. ship's papers before
sending her to the bottom, do not exercise the!
satn reticence. Their newspapers reveal statis¬
tics supplied by the German Admiralty setting
forth the valuable contents of their victims
Sometimes it is a cargo of foodstuffs, details of
which must make their readers" mouths water, j
tint preference is shown for o list which pur-
ported to describe a cargo ship sunk months j
rgo. namely. 13.r> field g ins. .10 howitzers. 140
machine guns. isn.noa r'fies, riO.eno shells. 110.-
000 bombs, 1,.r>00.00fl cartridges, t". armored cars. |
11 motor lorries..London Times.

The allied airmen are not idle.
legitimate in addition to all the routine work

.»i_ that fell to them in December,
j they mad" fifteen raids over Ger-

Hcprisals mail towns during that month.
So far as reports of these raids

have been published, they were legitimate at-

tacks on war establishments, as at Karlsruhe.
where the official account shows that bombs
were thrown on munition plants and the rail-;
wav station. The allied governments have been
urged to meet the German policy of Indiscrlmi-
nate air attacks with a similar ruthless pro- |
gram, but have humanely preferred not 'o lower
themselves to the brutal level of ttie Teutons,
They are now showing that effective retal'a-
tion is possible within the limits of those his-j

I torle. canons of international law that the Ger- '

I mans have persistently and eagerly violated..
Providence Journal.

Much Ado About Nothing
nv HOY l\. MOI I.TOV.

Our Idea of zero in popularity is holding a Job
ns fuel administrator in a great and grouing
country.

After scanning the papers "arefully for sev¬

eral days to see what the Colonel has to say
regarding the closing of the manufacturing
plants by Garfield, we have come to the con-

o.ltisicn that be has nothing to say. and is
aaving it durned well!

The other day ue clacked an eg:»;
It was a pale and sickly thing!

We whiffed just once and vainly cried-
"Oh. hunger, pray, where is thy sting?"

The more we see of things in general, the more

inclined we are to try and take back a lot of
sarcastic things we used to say about William
J. Ttryan.
And that goes, with pretty nearly everybody.

I yet the people suggest a few. How about
these?
An adminlstratorless day.
A fool-oi ('erless day.
A shortngelesa day.
A crislsless day.
A hangerl^ss day.
A boneheadlOKs day. * J .

A llooverless day. (
V

A joke has always * ' N

Time and place.
lie called her "llun.".
She slapped his face.

Solving the Ktiel Qumtlon,
Comes a still small voice fr.»m the wilderness.

A. J. M.. a correspondent in the middle of the
State, says:

.'Here is real economy in the tine of fuel. One
of our townsmen had a chunk of wood that lie
burned three winters. Tl is is how he did it:
Ho had a largo stove with a powerful draft.
He would place the chunk of wood therein at
bedtime, and, owing to the very strong pros-
sure of the hot air upward, the wood was then
forced up the pipe and chimney, and would tiler
roll down the Incline of the roof and land on

the ground, only to be picked up and used again
the next night,"

llar-Uar!
The first laugh <V 191» came to us to-day. A

long, sanctimonious party came to see us and
told us that we were slow in sondinpr our in¬
come tax return. He said: "If it isn't in bv
March 1. remember, there will he a penalty."

"Say. who do you think you are tahcing tor"
we asked, just like that.
"Don't you run the plumbing shop next door?"

he asked.
"No. Indeed!"
"Well, what are you, anyhow?"
"A writer." we replied.
"That's alibi enough," replied the income tax

man. "I guess I havo knocked at the wronj?
door."
Andr certainly ho liad. .

Question of State Rights Involved,
Despite Position Taken by W. J. Bryan

To the Fditor of Tbn Tlmett-Ulspnteh i

Hlr..Mr. Itrynn honored us with a vlsll n fr»v days ago, mid tn an nd-
ilress to the Legislature, iin reported In >our valuable paper, congratulatedVirginia on having adopted (lit* Federal prohibition amendment, mid urgedtliem to ndopt nlso the woman's suffrage amendment If It cnni« to tlieroiand then rather triumphantly declared In effect that Virginia, of all theStates of the Ijnloii, knowing the Importance mid value of the doctrine ofState rights, had/ndopted the prohibition JKedernI amendment been line It did
not Involve that doctrine, and urcrd the adoption of the wnmun'n amend-
ment for the same reason. One thing In this statement the great Com¬
mon rr at least realities, that the livu amendments Involve exactly the sauieprinciple. Is Mr. Jlryan correct In saying that tlicy do not Involve the doc¬
trine of Stat* rights, and 1s his Inference thnt if they did, Virginia oughtnot to huve adopted the. one, and should not adopt the uthcrf

I,el's examine this a moment i n couple of years ago the people of Vlr.
ginla excrelned n right which all admit she had. and pnssed the prohibitionlaw. Mow dlil she do tiiat except on Ihc principle thnt the people of theState had a right to determine their internal policies for tiicmselvetf Wedid not Invoke the aid of our Scautors and HeprescnlnlI* en In f'ongresa to
puss such n lutv. for Congress hail no power to make Virginia dry. It was
a State right. It was a right which belougcd to the people of the State, andMlarli they exercised.

If the l'"ederal amendment is ratified, which find forliid, the right whichthe people of Virginia exercised t«« years ago la making (ho State dry byprohibition is gone, anil automatically is transferred from the people ofthe Slnles to Hie Federal government. If a rliilil which now belongs tothe people of the Slates Is taken from them and given to tlic Federal gov-ruiiieut, how can Mr, Uryun claim that no principle of lite right of the
States is Involved i If a right which belongs to a Slate Is by a process, legalI admit in form, takva from it aad'gitea to the Federal government, therewill no longer he any question of Stale rights, because the iltht lins been
taken froin the States; It 111 when a riglil which belonged to Hie Slate, andhas been tilillxetl by it In the prohibit ion law. Is transferred to the Federal
government for exercise, tft the exclusion of the State, surely a right of (heState Is Involved In tiic transfer.

And, moreover, when such transfer Is made, Virginia's future policy.net
or dry.will not depend on the voice of licr own people, hut will be deter¬mined by the people of the forty-seven other Stales of the t'nloii, while thevoice of lier own people will lie stilled by aliens lo her own policy. Supposethree-fourths of these Stales, nrtcr its adoption, should determine to repealthe prohibition amendnieat, and make Virginia once more open lo barroomswliea we have banishrii Ihem forever by our own act, would Mr. llrynaclaim that there was no <iuestlun of stale rights Involved*

Mr. F.dltor, 1 will wager sixteen to one that Air. Mrjnn, with all of hisability, will not be able to malninin such a proposition as that before thepeople of Virginia.
JlOFFFItSOM A \ DF.MOCItAT,Richmond, Va., February 1018.
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slder one-half of the protection of our
birds.
Under the present Slate law, the K'ln-

ner has a hliootlni; season of about
three months, wjiieh season the super¬visors of the respective counties arc at
liberty to shorten should they deem u
beat.

''M thr other hand, the gunner's com¬
petitive hunters.-namely, the huwk, the
owl. tfx- cr<»w, the mink, the weasel ami
variously other carnivorous animals and
birds of prey.hunt not only the g'ownbird twelve months of the year, but
also destroy the «-rg and young us well.
The large Hock* of partridge that

were in comparatively recent ymr.i
found along the low and open lands of
the upper James Itiver Valley exist now
only in memory in comparison to thou-
existing ten or more >iara ago; This
is due. I believe, almost entirely to th«j
Increasing number of hawks, etc.,
which have. and are still, taking ad-
vantage of these open farm lands,
where there in ho little protective cover
.'or the partridge. J'f.tUdes, there ara
thousands of eggs de.-^royed by tho
inink, the ..» rwul and the crow, enpr-
cwtliy I y the latter. The disappointed
pairs whose ei;(,'a have been destroyed.It is true, will attempt a second nest¬
ing. probably only to be destroyedagain in a similar manner.
The farmer niu.«t !>.- educated to real-

ire the prime Importance r,f exUrnn-
dating th<' above-mentioned earn Ivor,7
ou-i animals and birds of prey. This
interest can be brought about effec¬
tively only by t>ueh inducements
trapping and shooting them for the
valuation of the scalps.The future of tin i;aiiiu b.rds, to a
certain degree, rests with the tports-
man. lawmaker and farmer, th* latter
of which should also be < ducateii to
create an interest In the protection of
the birds fi oin starvation and, conse¬
quently. freezing during the severe
winter months; hut. in my estimation,tho extermination of tho above-men¬
tioned birds ami animals of prey would
bo at least one-half of the battle.
So much for tho former abundanceof otir Virginia x.itne blr Is and their

present-day diminished and still dimin¬
ishing numbers. W hat has been done
to rhe< 1. the approach of extinction,and what prospect does the future hold
!"r ultimate success in war game-birdpreservation
Several years ago it became evident

to the advocate* of bird protection thatreliance couid not be piact d upon .Statu
and local regulations to govern manonly, but that there were oliter protec¬tive measures necessary namely, tho
purcha .. by counties of scalps at agiven price. 'I his local protection,which was left to tlie consideration ofthe county supervisors, aa 1 understand
it. ha;- proven .1 lail'ire. so f;tr as the
com::: iation of the law is concerned.It was not because it did not prove agood law that it was discontinued in
many of the counties, but, since it was
not a State law, there were manycounties which brought about consid¬erable imposition up' '1 other adjoiningcounties. For example: .1 certain countywould continue to purchase scalps,while, on the other hand, several other
c< unties decided that they would dis¬
continue the law. What d:d this mean?simply that hundreds of scalps werebrought into tins particular countyfrom adjoining counties and sold,thereby creating such an Injustice thatthey have all prn» tl ally abolished this
most effective protection to game.!:i conclusion, I should liko to state
that, in my opinion; the only safe and
effective remedy for this "scalp law'"
is to make an amendment of the pres¬ent law, and thereby make it a "statelaw." »

J o those living in tho country, who
are in a position to study and under¬
stand the existing conditions, it is evi¬dent. that the decrease in numbers ofthe game birds has not been due prin¬cipally to excessive shooting; that the
present scalp law, as it exists, has
proven Inadequate to check this dimi¬nution; that the only hope for a suc¬cessful preservation of the partridgeand other such birds lies in "State" ieir-!sl.it ion, not only of the game law asII now stands, but that with a wise

1' 'a%v' wisely administered andwith nn awakened and enlightened pub¬lic sentiment to meet these particularneeds, there is every reason to believethat the game bird will again becomecommon enough to enliven the openfarm and woodlands with their welcome
presence, and to afford the hunter afair amount of legitimate sport, to savnothing of the benefit to he derived bvthe farmer from the replenishing ofthese most valuable Insectivorous birds

,,W. I>. MOSS.Huguenot, Ya., January :il, lius.

'J'lio One Woman.
We've toasted all manners of women.We've pledged them, the old andthi young,
Since days of the gallant knighterranta

All womanhood's praises we've sung-We've pledged them for love and forduty,
!. or trust and a faith near divine.We've held high our glasses andplrdiccd Ihoin
I11 our first and last bumpers of

wine;
Cut somehow, In zeal for their beautyFond eyes and their lily white hand's!We've overlooked one in our pledgingTho Woman Who Understands.
Our poor limitations and uses.
She knows them far better than we

She bravely accepts our excuses,
And motives refuses to see;

She overlooks all of our errors,Tho things wo don't do that -weshould.
And knows, like ourselves, we'd l>a

belter
And worthier men if we could;In the end, when our orrorn' con¬

front us.
She soothes us with comfortinghands.

And erases the pcpance.Qod bless
her!..

The Woman Who Understands. :
.John D. Wells, in ituffalo NewSfc. j

i


